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Now that they were shattered, the whole crumped .system was doomed to fall. Just as the irruption of Cromwell's fleet into the Spanish West I ml lea In 1654 Bounded the Icnell of Spanish domination in those sens, so too the signing of this Convention presaged the end of their Kmm'r« in llie Pacific. The advent of the Union Jack on equal terms with the red nncl yellow flag of Spain has always implied the retreat of the hitter. In religion, commerce, and political life the two ensigns represent klenh MO utterly fit variance that they cannot wave in friendly neighbourhood. One or other must go: and the primary of I 'in amKicxIny sufficiently explains the advance of (he one and the retreat of the other in the cunning years. In one other respect ihr crisis was important. The: British archive* show that the (\nirliof Madrid and St. Petersburg wore then making overtime which would probably have led to the complete appropriation of Unit coast-line; and the interlocking of those two rigid .syHtemi might have implied the exclusion for ever of the llritifli ftng from tho Pacific const. No one, not even I'ill himself, muld foresee the rich hnrvcst of rc.sulia one tiny to be reaped from hia action In that summer and tuitumiv The winning "f ft few In^ huts at Noolka Sound seemed a small thing than. Hut in ihh age of the triumphs of steam nncl electricity we can discern its importance In world politics. The Infant settlement on Vancouver Island, and on the mainland opposite, inspired the pioneers of Canada with hope as they threaded thrir way |hrtui|;h the passes of the Rockies ami the Selkirk*. I'n^iibly cme «>f them
like alirttl (;«ilf /, wlicti with filmic cyci H(i Slftied )U LtlQ I'ilt'ifir,
caught a ^iimpse of a Htraiif^ fntiiir. when t.'iumda, (lie chiltl uf Richelieu, would enter into lltu noithorn lirrilu^c uf old Spjiin, and become a Pacific I'uwer.
All this lay enfolded in the whining nf (hut inlet. Nay, more, We can now see that Hrilish Columbia ImloN in the Weil n attratcglc pOEiiion not unlike Unit of IC^ypt In lite Orieui. Htiih arc vital linl<s in our chain of communication. I'ill, (mild 1m have known it, helped to fnahlon the kcyMnnc t»f (he «rch of Empire In the Occident, lie played his part manfully in preparing for a day when Canada would stretch hands acruft* the seas to India and Australia; when the vivifying force-)* of science and commerce would endow with a common tife thu com|ueiU of Wolfe and Olive, and the Inridw discovered hy Caplnin C'(HI|<.000, (lit;
